


























FM-8500 Software History

Version DSC
Ver. 1.09 Current Version

Ver. 1.07 Corrected compatibility 
problem with Ross DSC

Ver.1.05 Corrected Ver 1.03 problem of
responding to incorrect 
individual call.
Also NMEA sentences GLL,
ZDA, and RMC now accepted.

Ver.1.03 Process on MMSI reset is
changed.

Ver.1.02 Initial production version

Version RT
Ver. 1.06 New Procedure to select

CH mode.
Ver.1.05 DSC call from FM-7000 and 

FM-8000 cannot be received.
Revert to Ver 1.02. Version 
1.05 was not released in the 
US.

Ver.1.02 Initial production version





FM-8500                

Changing the MMSI and System Settings                                                                     

**This procedure will revert all System Settings to Factory Default**

1. Turn on the power and press the NMI switch, located on the CONT PCB, which is
   accessed by opening the bottom plate of the FM-8500.

2. Turn the power off, then back on again. The next screen appears.

4. Press the SELECT key. The setup menu appears.

Setup  menu < >
1 2 3 4 6 9 ALM

5. Press the 9 key to display the system menu.

System menu < >
V P ID  DSC  RT  CH PO

6. Select ID press ENT.

System < >
V P ID  DSC RT   CH PO

7. Enters the ship’s MMSI number, press CANCEL if incorrect. Press ENT to
accept. Press ENT to return to the system menu.
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  Clear  <         >
  NO   RAM    EEROM    ALL

3. Select EEROM and press ENT. After about 15 seconds, “Turn off the power”
   appears on the screen.

4. Turn the power off, then back on. The next screen appears.

  TEST     VHF CH70
   AUTO



RT 1-Mode: USA/ WX  < >
OFF[1]   ON[2]

9. Press 2 to select USA mode. Press CANCEL to exit to the system menu.

10. The next procedure is for the second VHF only. This will block the CH 70 DSC receiver
from responding to DSC calls. Only one VHF onboard should be set for automatic DSC.

11. Select DSC from the system menu press ENT.

DSC: receiver< >
        CH70[1]VHF[2]

12. Press the 2 key to select VHF.

13. All other settings are to be at default (see Pgs 20 thru 26 of the Installation Manual).

14. Press ENT.

15. Select P at the system menu.

System < >
V  P ID  DSC  RT  CH  PO

16. Select ON then press ENT. Press Cancel until the main screen returns.

17. Next perform the self test procedure.

18. Select a channel not in use. Press and hold down the PTT switch for more than one
second before starting the self test.

19. Follow the procedure on the next page.
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FM-8500  

Changing the MMSI and System Settings   (Continued)

8. Select RT and press ENT.

System < >
V P ID  DSC RT  CH PO



Watch  VHF  CH 70

3

*Test in progress*
   please wait!

* Completed* Daily test
  VHF DSC:  GOOD

TEST

20. If you did not press the PTT switch, except VSWR will appear instead of GOOD.

21. The Distress Alarm will sound and the red LED near the DISTRESS key
light. Press ALARM STOP to silence the alarm.

22. Record any errors (see Operator’s and Installation Manuals).

23. Press CANCEL to end the test.

Press
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FM-8500                

Changing the MMSI and System Settings                                                                        (Continued)
























